
much-desired cultivars, listen to 

Scott Elliot of Maneki Neko 

Gardens in 

Georgia, and 

just have fun.  

For more 

information, 

see the 

registration 

form on page 

19, or visit www.ahsregion12.org/

calendar/fall2015.pdf. Hope to see 

you there! 

This fall our one-day regional meeting 

is being held in our state’s capital, and 

hosted by the 

Tallahassee Daylily 

Society on 

Saturday, October 

24th. For just $20 

— yes, that’s right, 

an unbelievably 

low registration fee 

of $20 per person — you get a 

chance to network and lunch with 

other daylily enthusiasts, bid on some 

On The Road to Tallahassee 
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Letter from our Region 12 President 

What a full spring/summer it has 
been!   
 
MECCA and a well-attended Ice 
Cream Social hosted by the Central 
Florida Daylily Society was a real treat.  
Many daylily friends from around the 
world attended these two events- 
great to see them.  
 
A great Spring Meeting on May 22-23 
was hosted by Andrew Harbison and 
the Suwannee Valley Daylily Society in 
May.  Over 50 Region 12 members 
attended the meeting and had the 
opportunity to visit the gardens of 
Carol Robinson; Gene and Mary 
Wynn and Elizabeth and Jeff Salter.   
 
In June it was off to the AHS 
National Convention sponsored by 
the Cobb County Daylily Society and 
the Greater Atlanta Daylily Society.  
Heard many comments that the 2015 
Convention was one of the best 
conventions in recent years.  Kudos to 
the host clubs for creating a 
memorable event.  
 

Earlier in June, Central Florida 
Daylily Society had a van trip to 
gardens in Florida and Georgia.  I 
hear tell that they were almost at 
the point of having to either leave 
some passengers behind or stop 
buying daylilies.  The van was full!   

 
All this 
plus club 
shows, 
picnics 
and other 
activities 
filled out 
the early 
months of 
summer.  
Then the 

heat arrived with a vengeance.  
Some of us had to deal with floods 
and others with a shortage of water.  
Hopefully, the heat will subside as 
fall arrives and it will be back in the 
garden getting ready for next year. 
 
Our Fall Meeting is right around 
the corner and will be hosted by the 

continued on page 2 . . .  
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80ish members of the Tallahassee Daylily 
Society. Be sure to complete your 
registration form, make your reservations if 
you are planning to stay overnight and 
send your $20 to Registrar Sharon Agosta.  
 

The Region is hosting a new event, a 
Symposium, to be held this coming January 
8 – 10 at the Holiday Inn, Orlando 

International Airport.  A registration form is 
included in the Newsletter.  Hope many of 
you will be able to attend. 
 

— Gene Perry, President, Region 12 

Director’s Corner 

Letter from our Region 12 President (continued) 

The National is over and what a National it 
was. The gardens were superb, a real eye 
opener both to the new daylily enthusiast 
and to the seasoned veteran. AHS finances 
continue on a sound footing. I gave the 
most upbeat report since I became the CFO. 
The two-for-one match which was so 
popular last year is being continued. Maybe 
we need to look at doing the same thing for 
our region? The Illustrated Guide to Daylilies, 
produced by Oliver Billingslea (Region 14 
Director), has proven to be a real success, 
and is very popular. Clubs can buy it at a 
discounted price with an order of ten or 
more copies. 
 

There is also more news on that front. 
Produced in the same format is a doubles 
book. This is being accomplished by Scott 
Elliott (Region 5 RPD) and will be on the 
market in time for Christmas.  So if you 
would like a suggestion for a daylily 
enthusiast, or even a casual gardener, look 
for Scott’s book. 
 

My club, the Central Florida Daylily Society, 
took a van trip to tour gardens in North 
Florida and Southern Georgia. Ten of us set 
off.  (Well, eight Central Florida fans and 
Dennis Hoffman and his wife Helen from 
BADS made up the ten.) We toured nine 
daylily gardens. Greg and Marcella Goff’s Le 
Petit Jardin was almost bloomed out. We 
also saw Jeff and Elizabeth Salter’s Garden, 
Wynn’s Daylily Garden, The Taunton’s, Tim 
Bell, and the Eller’s Sunshine Garden. At 
Tim and Heather Herrington’s Oz Garden 

we had our 
pictures taken in 
front of the 
rainbow at the 
end of the yellow 
brick road. We 
visited Jan and 
Royce Joiner’s 
garden in 
Pembroke, GA, 
and finally, Scott 
Elliot’s Maneki Neko Garden in the woods.  
We had an excellent time. Everyone was so 
friendly, even the guy who’s pick-up truck I 
hit while backing out of our parking spot at 
Tim Bell’s garden in Sycamore GA. Phew! 
Good job we picked up full comprehensive 
insurance. Damage to both vehicles was 
minimal, thank the Lord, and no one was 
hurt. Maybe you could do something similar 
– no, not the fender-bender, but the van 
trip. A thousand dollars bought us the van 
rental all the gas and an enormous amount 
of fun. (We paid our own hotel bills and 
food.) 
 
Next year we should tour local hybridizers’ 
gardens. Let us pay back some of the 
respect we owe them. 
 
I sincerely hope, like us, you remembered to 
make your picks in the popularity poll.  
 
Best wishes to all. 
  
— Bob Martin, Director, Region 12 
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Florida Daylily News Advertising: 
 
Full Page   $75 

Half Page  $50 
Quarter Page $25 

Eighth Page $15 
 

$15 one-time layout fee per ad 
$20 fee for scanning slides / photos to 

digital 
 

The Florida Daylily News advertising 
policy is the same as AHS guidelines 

outlined in The Daylily Journal (see 
www.daylilies.org). 
 

Please send submissions to: 

Michelle Peterson 
772 NW Avens St 

Port St Lucie, FL 34983 
gardens4bees@gmail.com 
 

Out –of-Region Subscriptions 
$10.00 per year (two issues) 
 

Make check payable to:  
AHS Region 12 

c/o Opal Howell, Treasurer 
926 Rosemary Terrace 

Tallahassee, FL 32303 
 

Deadlines:   

Spring Issue – February 1 
Fall Issue – August 1 
 

Disclaimer:  The opinions expressed by 

contributors to Florida Daylily News are 
solely those of the individual writers and do 

not necessarily reflect those of the editor, 
members of the board of directors, regional 

officers, or the American Hemerocallis Society, 
Inc. (AHS). Florida Daylily News publishes 

paid advertisements as a service to its 
members, but cannot be responsible for the 

quality of plants, services, or supplies received, 
nor for expressed or implied guarantees.  
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“Knowing that I do 

love to travel, 

Kay enticed my 

imagination with 

stories of 

interesting 

locations of past 

conventions and 

with the idea of 

visiting a place 

called Tim Bell’s 

Gardens, which 

sounded very 

much like a fairy 

land of beauty.” 

continued on page 22 ... 

these beautiful 
flowers. This “Ivan” 
overheard groups 
chatting about soil 
chemistry, 
hybridizing, and 
exhibitions.  Ho, 
hum…when’s the 
nap? Mostly, though, 
the people were not 
nerds. They were down-to-earth souls who just 
loved beauty and color.   
 
My favorite conference haunt was the plant sale 
room. I do love a bargain, and there were free 
buckets for each of us to fill and waiting plants, 
priced for my pocketbook, there for the buying. 
I should have known I was in trouble when 
Day 1, I had my bucket full of plants, a virtual 
garden to plant when I returned home.  And…
the schedule indicated there would be a daylily 

auction after dinner 
that night. I was 
beginning to 
envision a smaller 
version of Tim’s 
gardens in my own 
front yard. 
 
I only had $50 left 
to spend on plants, 

my budget for the auction.  That first night in 
the Grand Ballroom…Eureka! No way had I 
allowed enough money to participate in the 
auction. The bids were staggering, sending me 
back into my spectator mode. I spent my table 
time gleaning the reactions of tablemates from 
our region, along with two enjoyable ladies 
from Canada who sat next to me. Then, I 
sneaked up to bed, financially unscathed, and 
long before the auction closed down. 
 
Up early, we literally grabbed breakfast on the 
go. I could sense a fever among the thousand 
plus of us flower children. Today we would 
begin touring the gardens, eight of the most 
beautiful in Georgia.  On loaded buses we 
jaunted, every seat taken, as excited as young 
children on the first day of school.  Cameras 
and cell phones in hand, we readied for 
Kennesaw Mountain Daylily Gardens on I-75.  
When we got close, I noticed that the 
Waldrops, our hosts, had laid out a beautiful 
breakfast brunch spread in excellent Southern  

The Secret Life of  Ivan 

That I was the least likely candidate to ever 
attend a national Daylily conference is certain.  
Shortly after my husband retired and we had 
moved to Florida, I chanced upon meeting Kay 
Smith, who was clearly obsessed with a love of 
daylilies. Kay invited me to go with her to a local 
meeting, which I did, enough times to plant a 
few daylilies along my front bed but not enough 
to get infected by her unusual enthusiasm. Kay 
never gave up on me, though.  In fact, Kay 
gradually revealed that she and her husband 
Ivan typically attended national daylily 
conferences. Knowing that I do love to travel, 
Kay enticed my imagination with stories of 
interesting locations of past conventions and 
with the idea of visiting a place called Tim Bell’s 
Gardens, which sounded very much like a fairy 
land of beauty. Then, one month before 
convention, my friend had a dilemma:  1) she 
was set to go to Atlanta with Ivan, but Ivan 
couldn’t leave in the middle of his current 
project; 2) she planned to stop at Tim’s 
gardens on the way.  That was precisely 
when I became Ivan. 
 
Clearly, I had a spectator mentality…
going along for the ride; shopping for 
cheap plant; and, of course, checking 
out the mythical Tim Bell’s garden. I 
took along 
a good 
book and 
my hopes 
for 
refreshing 
naps, and 
proceeded 
to Atlanta 
by studying 
the itinerary while Kay drove. Pompously 
prepared, I embraced my new Ivan identity. 
 
On the way, good for her word, Kay stopped at 
Bell’s Gardens. We caught Tim just before he 
left for the convention. His gardens were every 
bit the fantasy world Kay had described. Always 
the realist, though, I gagged at the thought of 
weeding and pruning to achieve such perfection! 
No doubt, I was blown away by my first 
Georgia garden setting with its beautiful colors 
rolling into the lily-padded water, which flowed 
serenely beside the property. 
 
Once in Atlanta, I was struck by the sheer 
number of people as preoccupied as Kay with 

We’re on the Web! 

www.ahsregion12.org 

http://www.ahsregion12.org/


 Jimmy Brittain   

 Margaret Chaphe   

 Deanna Comingore 

 Diana  Dailey  

 George Hambrick         

 Betty Ann Kelly           

 James Porter          

 Kathy Porter                     

 Pat Rigdon                     

 Bob Ruff 

 Melissa Sponel        
— Martha Caldwell, Membership Liaison, 

Orange Park, Florida 

New  Region 12 Members! 
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“In region 12, 

Fern is best 

known for her 

specialty, 

which is 

teaching 

Exhibition 

Judges.” 

AHS Region 12 Service Award 

Congratulations to 

Fern Johnson of 

Winter Park, 

Florida, who was 

honored with the 

AHS Regional 

Service Award at 

the 2015 AHS 

National 

Convention. 

Here are some 

excerpts from the 

nomination letter 

that demonstrate 

Fern’s dedication to Region 12: 

Though Fern has not held high office, she 

has been instrumental in training almost 

… all Region 12 current exhibition judges.  

She has been active in Daylilies for 

uncountable years...The AHS have records 

going back to 1980 showing she was a 

senior exhibition judge then.... In region 

12, Fern is best known for her specialty, 

which is teaching Exhibition Judges. She 

keeps up with the latest 

techniques and uses the 

latest supplies and 

equipment to do the best 

job possible.   

The AHS Board 

established this service 

award in 1974 for 

outstanding service to AHS 

at the regional level. Only 

one AHS Regional Service 

Award may be awarded per 

region per year.  

Nominations may come 

from any member of the nominee's region. 

Nominations must be sent to the AHS 

Awards & Honors Chairman by September 

1st by mail or email, and must contain a 

summary of the nominee's worthiness for 

this award. The AHS Board votes by secret 

ballot at the annual fall board meeting, and 

the award is presented at the following AHS 

National Convention.  

Visit us on 

FaceBook! 

 

Search  

“Daylilies Region 12 

American 

Hemerocallis 

Society” 



continued on page 7 . . . 

Minutes from Region 12 Spring Business Meeting 

May 22, 2015 
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“Joe [Agosta] 

made a motion 

that Region 

12 have a 

policy that 

strongly 

suggests to 

hosting clubs 

that ‘AHS 

youth’ 

registrations 

be free.  

Motion 

passed.” 

The budget was then approved as 
amended. 

 
Bob Martin had a 
certificate of appreciation 
for Ray Wensell for his 
term as President.  Bob 
presented the the report 
that he will give at the 
AHS National convention 
in Atlanta. 
 
Michelle Peterson 
reminded members to 
vote in the 2015 Pop poll, 
either by checking the box 
before the cultivar or 
writing in up to 5 cultivar 
names. 
 
Region 12 has a photo 
contest that was chaired 
by Greg Crane.  Michelle 
is unable to chair this, and 
would like for someone 
to volunteer to take over 
the photo contest. 
  
Floyd Sewell, Exhibition 
Judge chair, reported that 
Don and Lisa Harrison, 
Michelle Peterson and 
Carol Robinson are new 

junior judges. 
 
Joe Agosta, Garden Judge chair, reminded 
Garden Judges that they can vote on-line. 
 
The Region 12 Fall Meeting will be Oct 
24th in Tallahassee with Scott Elliot as the 
speaker. 
 
Joe made a motion that Region 12 have a 
policy that strongly suggests to hosting 
clubs that “AHS youth” registrations be 
free.  Motion passed. 

The Region 12 Spring Meeting was held May 
22, 2015 at the Woman's Club and Garden 
Club of Lake City. 
 
President Gene Perry 
thanked Andrew Harbison 
for all the hours he spent 
preparing for this weekend's 
events, organizing food and 
plants. He also thanked the 
Wynns, Ottis Houston, and 
Andrew for digging and 
labeling the sale plants. 
 
After the Pledge of 
Allegiance, Gene thanked 
Michelle Peterson for the 
new Florida Daylily  
News. Gene proposed 
continuing to send this 
publication via email to 
Region 12 members, and also 
published on the Region !2 
web site as it will save our 
Region considerable money.  
Some black and white issues 
will be printed for mailing to 
those members who request 
to receive a hard copy, and to 
officers in other regions who 
normally receive the 
newsletters. 
  
The Secretary's report of the last meeting was 
approved as published in Florida Daylily News. 
 
The budget, prepared by Treasurer Opal 
Howell, President Gene Perry and others of 
the committee, was shown on a large screen.  
It was pointed out that last year the Region 
spent $6581 and had income of $4244.  
Continuing at this rate, the region will be 
broke in the future.  Jeff Salter moved that 
the budget be amended to remove travel 
expenses for RP and RPD to pay for 
director's travel expenses.  Motion passed.  
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“Budget: a 

mathematical 

confirmation 

of your 

suspicions.”  

~ A.A. Latimer 

AHS Region 12 Treasurer's Report 

  

January 1, 2015       

        

Checking      $       8,739.31 

Savings      $       9,991.58 

Total Beginning Balance      $    18,730.89 

        

Income       

Spring Auction    $       1,175.00   

        

Expenses       

Awards    $          625.00   

Newsletter (printing and post-

age)    $          450.38   

Plants    $          500.00   

Director expenses    $          681.85   

        

September 1, 2015       

        

Checking      $       7,657.08 

Savings      $       9,991.58 

Total Ending Balance      $    17,648.66 

        

Shortfall      $      1,082.23 

Respectfully Submitted by Opal Howell, Region 12  Treasurer 



Gene Perry announced his plans for a 
Symposium to be held in Florida on 
January 8th to the 10th, details to follow. 
 
Central FL will host the Spring Regional 
next Spring (2016). 
 
Members were reminded that the buses will 
leave promptly at 7:30 the next morning for 
the garden tours. 
 

— Kay Smith, Region 12 Secretary 

Minutes from Region 12 Spring Business Meeting (continued) 
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“… many 

Display 

Gardens are 

at private 

homes. 

Please call 

ahead to 

arrange a 

convenient 

time for 

visiting.” 

AHS Region 12 Display Gardens 

Note that many Display Gardens are at 

private homes. Please call ahead to 

arrange a convenient time for visiting. 

Lilies By The Pond 
Ray & Terri Wensell, 1900 St George Ct., 
Middleburg, FL 32068 
 rtcritter1@bellsouth.net 
(904) 215-9457 

 
Martha's Madness 
Martha Caldwell, 713 Dove Creek Circle, 
Orange Park, FL 32073 
marthacaldwell@comcast.net 
(904) 272-0018 

 
Sample Gardens, Linda Sample 
3603 Lightner Drive, Tampa, FL 33629 
glsample@verizon.net 
(813) 831-8294 

 
Sea Scapes Daylilies 
Floyd & Hilda Sewell, 1831 Ocean Drive 
S, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 
floyd@floydsewell.com 
(904) 200-6528 

Sadly, Kay Smith will be resigning as Region 12 
Secretary. We wish to thank her for her many years 
of dedicated service to our Region.  
 

We hope someone will step up to fill the vacancy that 
will be left in Kay’s absence. For more information 
about the duties responsibilities of Region 12 
Secretary, contact Gene Perry. 
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The first time I heard the word 
“Hypertufa” my initial reaction was 
hyper-what?! My fellow Master 
Gardeners were excitedly conferring 
about shapes, sizes, drying time and 
durability, and my mind was still trying 
to identify the topic of conversation.  
 
A few hours later and internet search 
sessions wiser, I learned that 
Hypertufa is a manmade rock 
substance created by mixing Portland 
cement with other materials. It’s then 
shaped into bowls, troughs, lawn 
ornaments and, 
as in the case of 
my master 
gardener 
friends, 
planters.  
 
Hypertufa was 
originally developed by Alpine farmers 
in regions where costly terra cotta and 
other fired clay watering troughs and 
containers would crack due to severe 
winters. Hypertufa objects are 
lightweight, useful and extremely 
durable. And have now been adopted 
by gardeners worldwide. 
 
Making hypertufa is relatively simple, 
and the more you make the better 
you’ll become. It will take about 1 to 2 
hours to create your first project, and 
about 4 weeks for you creation to 
cure.  You’ll need: 

 Large bucket or wheelbarrow 
 Garden hoe 
 Dust mask 
 Cleaning or chemical gloves 
 Portland cement 
 Vermiculite or perlite (natural, 

not Styrofoam) 

 Sphagnum peat moss 
 Polypropylene fiber (find by 

searching “concrete fibers” on 
amazon.com or ebay.com) 

 Molds of your choice (wood or 
metal should be lined with plastic 
to prevent sticking) 

 Dowel rods or small branches 
 Sheet plastic or heavy duty plastic 

trash bags 
 Chisel or knife 
 Wire brush 
  

The general formula is: 1 part Portland 
cement : 3 parts aggregate. A more 
specific recipe is: 

 3 quarts Portland cement 
(measured dry) 

 4 quarts sifted peat moss 
 5 quarts perlite or vermiculite 
 1 cup concrete fibers 
 Water to suit 

Mix all dry ingredients in a wheel 
barrow or other large container using a 
garden hoe or gloved hands. Slowly add 
water, mixing until you create the 
desired consistency. Grab a handful of 
the mixture, and squeeze it; it should 
hold together and release only a few 
drops of water. The total amount of 
water you need will depend on the 
amount of moisture in the air and in the 
peat moss. A runny mix will result in a 
weak container. You’ll want a drier mix 
if you want a free-form container to  

The Hype About Hypertufa 

continued on page 15 . . .  

“Hypertufa 

objects are 

lightweight, 

useful and 

extremely 

durable. And 

have now 

been adopted 

by gardeners 

worldwide.” 
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“The speaker 

for the 

Spring 

Regional 

meeting will 

be Heather 

Herrington 

and the event 

will be held 

at Monroe’s 

On the Lake, a 

beautifully 

renovated 

hotel in 

historic 

Sanford …” 

The Central Florida Daylily society (CFDS) 
kicked off their fall schedule with a 
meeting on September 13 with guest 
speaker Randy Fleming of Dragon's Mead 
Daylilies, Panama City. Light refreshments 
were provided by Trish Titer and Sara 
Martin. They also discussed plans for the 
Spring Regional (May 6-7, 2016) that the 
CFDS club is hosting, and voted  on the 
budget for the new year.   
 
The speaker for the Spring Regional 
meeting will be Heather Herrington and 
the event will be held at Monroe’s On the 
Lake, a beautifully renovated hotel in 
historic Sanford on the shores of scenic 
Lake Monroe.  
 
Programs for the balance of 2015 are:  
 

 October 11, 2015:  John Falck of 
Hem Haven Daylilies, Fairhope, 
Alabama 

 November 8, 2015:  Tom 
MacCubbin. Tom is known as one 
of the best gardening experts in 
Central Florida and shares his 
knowledge through his radio, 
television, and newspaper 
contributions. A retired extension 
environmental horticulturist with 
the University of Florida in 
Orange County, Tom has degrees 
in Horticulture from the 
University of Maryland. 

 December 13, 2015:  Annual 
holiday potluck get-together.  (The 
club buys the ham or turkey.)  
 

The CFDS meets the second Sunday of 
the month from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Orlando Garden Club.  Visit the webpage 
at  www.centralfloridadaylilies.org for 
more information.   
 
— Trish Titer, CFDS Secretary 

Central Florida Daylily Society (CFDS)  

Above: Maryzell Roberts, Dennis Hoffman and others 
judge blooms at the CFDS May 2015 Show. 
Right: Photo Contest entries on display at the CFDS 
May 2015 Show. 

http://www.centralfloridadaylilies.org
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“On June 1, 

2015 the 

Choctawhatchee 

Hemerocallis 

Society of 

DeFuniak 

Springs held 

its first 

official daylily  

exhibit.”   

On June 1, 2015 the Choctawhatchee 
Hemerocallis Society of DeFuniak Springs held 
its first official daylily exhibit.  The event was 
held at the Life Enrichment Senior Center on 
College Avenue and was open to the public with 
no admission charge.  Members of the daylily 
club supplied approximately 150 flowers in both 
individual vials and flower arrangements.  
Visitors from around the area visited the display 
throughout the morning, 
enjoying the flowers and 
learning about growing daylilies 
and inquiring about the cultivars 
in the display. Several members 
of the club were on hand during 
the morning to furnish 
information about the plants 
and flowers.  Information about 
joining the club and getting 
started growing daylilies was 
available to the visitors. Also, 
visitors received a free package 
of wildflower seeds furnished by 
Bayer Chemical Company as a 

part of their FeedaBee program.  The club is 
planning for this to become an annual event in 
the future.  Those interested in joining the club 
or visiting a meeting may contact Lesa Harrison 
at 850-585-2796 for more information. 

 

— Don and Lesa Harrison, DeFuniak 

Springs  

Choctawhatchee Hemerocallis Society 

L to R: Don Harrison, Carl Henderson, Lyndia Spears, Carolynn Jones 

CFDS May 2015 Show Results  

BEST IN SHOW: Jay Charba: Small - Green 
Morning Glow (Carpenter-J 1994) 
  
SWEEPSTAKES: CJ & Virginia Gregory 
  
Best in Section - Section I On Scape 
Bob Martin: X-Large - Orange Colossus (Smith
-Harry 2012) 
Bob Martin: Large - Answer from the Stars 
(DeVito 2013) 
Jay Charba: Small - Green Morning Glow 
(Carpenter-J 1994) 
CJ & Virginia Gregory : Miniature - Apple 
Dumpling (Croker 1982) 
Bob Martin: Double & Polymerous - Powder 
Puff Truffle (Kirchhoff-D 1998) 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: Spider - Fritz Schroer 
(Schroer 1961) 
Bob Martin : Unusual Form - God Bless Texas 
(Swanson-D 2001) 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: Seedling or Pre-
registered cultival - seedling 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: Fifty Years Young - 
Sweet Pea (Winniford-E 1972) 
   

Best in Section - Section II Off Scape 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: X-Large - Wilco (Hansen-
D 2013) 
Kermit Gay: Large - Parting The Red Sea (Hansen-
D 2009) 
Bob Martin: Small - Spacecoast Bold Scheme 
(Kinnebrew-J 1998) 
Henry Matutino: Miniature - Little Surfer Girl 
(Stamile-G-Pierce 2011) 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: Double & Polymerous - 
Today's Temptation (Joiner 2004) 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: Spider - Fritz Schroer 
(Schroer 1961) 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: Unusual Form - Lillian's 
Vapor Trail (Manning 2011) 
CJ & Virginia Gregory: CFDS Memorial - 
Rosabelle Van Valkenburgh (Salter EH 2008) / 
Dragonwood Dream Maker (Gregory CJ & V 
2013)  
CJ & Virginia Gregory: 50 years young - Sun's 
Magic (Salter-E.H. 1988) 
  
PHOTO CONTEST 
Single bloom:  Linda Swanson 
Multiple bloom:  Sheila Rhodes 
Artistic:  CJ Gregory and Vanessa Macaluso  
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“They are 

fierce 

competitors 

in daylily 

shows and 

when the 

opportunity 

arises will do 

more than 

their share of 

the work to 

see that 

excellence is 

achieved.” 

The Tallahassee Daylily Society continues to 

grow.  All TDS meetings are 2:00 to 4:00 

PM at the Leon County Cooperative 

Extension Center located at 615 Paul 

Russell Road.  Visitors are always welcome. 

For more information go to our website, 

www.thsgardens.org and/or like us on 

Facebook. 

— Joe Agosta, Chemonie Gardens, 

Tallahassee, Florida 

Tallahassee Daylily Society 

The Suwannee Valley Daylily Society meets 
from 2 to 4 pm the third Sunday of each 
month at the Columbia County Public 
Library, 490 N Columbia St, Lake City, FL. 
For more information contact:  
Andrew Harbison, President 
15445 51st Drive, Wellborn, FL. 32094 
(386) 965-5662 
andrewharbison@me.com 
 

— Andrew Harbison, President, 
Suwannee Valley Daylily Society 

Suwannee Valley Daylily Society 

Earl and Barbara Watts, formally of Lake 
City and long time members of the 
Suwannee Valley Daylily Society, were 
presented the Helen Field Fischer Gold 
Medal Award in Atlanta this Summer.  Their 
contribution to SVDS is still much in 
evidence today.  They are fierce competitors 
in daylily shows and when the opportunity 
arises will do more than their share of the 
work to see that excellence is 
achieved.  After moving to Hattisburg ,MS, 
they revitalized the Hattisburg Daylily Club 
and made it one of the most active in the US. 

 
— Ottis Houston, Lake City, Florida 

Former SVDS Members Honored 

Congratulations to Jack Temple of Pensacola, Florida, who distinguished 
himself as a premier hybridizer over the past fifty years, and was honored with 

the  Bertrand Farr Silver Medal Award at the 2015 AHS National 
Convention. The award was established in 1950 and named for an early daylily 
nurseryman, and this medal is a distinguished honor for members who have 

attained outstanding results in the field of daylily hybridizing. 
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“Strolling 

through rows 

of beautiful 

daylilies, each 

one prettier 

than the last, 

Bob and I find 

some we can’t 

live without.”  

Early Friday morning, June 5th, we set out on a 
garden tour of nine gardens in a rented 15-seat 
Ford Van. There are ten of us, friends from 
Central Florida Daylily Society and Dennis and 
Ellen Hoffman from Bay area Daylily Society. 
 
We start our visit in Northern Florida, with Le 
Petit Jardin. Greg and Marcela Goff want every 
introduction to be exemplary, and have some 
beautiful things in the works. 
 
Next stop: Jeff 
and Elizabeth 
Salter’s 
Rollingwood 
Gardens. 
Strolling through 
rows of beautiful 
daylilies, each 
one prettier than 
the last, Bob and 
I find some we 
can’t live 
without. This 
happens quite 
often on our 
journey, and also to our travelling companions. 
 
Moving on to Wynn Gardens, a beautiful 
landscaped garden. Mr. Wynn tells me he has 
been there 40 years, and cleared the land with his 

own hands. 
We sit under 
the trees and 
enjoy 
lemonade. 
We start to 
take on 
several 
daylilies. We 
even discuss 
maybe 
throwing out 

our luggage to make room for more plants. 
 
Our last garden of the day is The Taunton’s 
Garden. He has so many tales to relate about 
daylilies. It’s past peak bloom, but still a 
wonderful visit since he and his lovely wife are a 
real delight. 
 
Tired but happy we share a meal together with 
much talk about — what else — daylilies. Time to 
turn in for the night in Lake Park, Georgia. 
 

Saturday begins 
with Tim Bell’s 
Garden, in 
Sycamore Georgia. 
There are no words 
or pictures to 
describe this garden! 
Brick walkways, 
water features, and 
miles and miles of 
breathtaking 
daylilies plus other 
flowers as well. Mr. Bell (Tim) has a wonderful 
sense of humor and tells lots of delightful tales 
about daylily gardeners. One trip to this beautiful 
garden is not enough; it will take many trips to 
take in all this garden has to offer.  
 
Once again van loaded with more daylilies and 
now the discussion turns to throwing passengers 
off the van to make more room for daylilies (only 
kidding). We have grown really fond of each 
other.  
 
On leaving Tim’s garden we have an “oops” 
when our driver (Bob) reverses into a pick-up 
truck causing some minor damage to both 
vehicles. Thank the Lord we picked up the fully 
comprehensive insurance option.  
 
At this point we leave for Eller’s Sunshine 
Garden in Leesburg Georgia. Mr. Eller (Don) 
just had back surgery, so his wife and trusty 
sidekick Nancy performs most of the work. 
Growing up Don’s nickname was “Duck.” Hence 
many of his plants have Duck in their title. 
Nancy’s specialty is doubles, and, boy, does she 
have some beautiful ones.  
 
After buying more daylilies. We set off for our 
rooms in Dublin, Georgia. The GPS messes up at  

The Trip 

Hybridizing tips from Jeff Salter (rt) 

Wynn’s Daylily Garden in bloom 

Daylilies everywhere! 

Don & Nancy Eller’s Sunshine Garden 
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“We have our 

pictures taken 

in the “Oz 

Garden” in 

front of the 

rainbow at the 

end of the 

yellow brick 

road.”  

this point and we drive many miles out of our 
way in search of the hotel. We have supper, and 
settle in for a good night’s sleep in order to 
continue our journey on Sunday to Tim 
Herrington’s “OZ Garden.” 
 
Tim, a true Southern Gentleman, greets us with 
a big smile and hugs all around. He has been a 
good friend to some of us for a long time. We 
meet his beautiful daughter, Heather, (who also 
hybridizes great daylilies) as well as his six year 
old grandson. Tim gives us a tour of his 
seedlings as well as other cultivars he is very 
proud to display. He becomes very excited 
saying “You have to see this one!” We have our 
pictures taken in the “Oz Garden” in front of 
the rainbow at the end of the yellow brick road. 
What a happy way to start a Sunday morning. 
We all have smiles on our faces as we drive 
away. 
 
Jan and Royce Joiner’s garden in Pembroke, 
Georgia comes next. Jan’s little Dog “Patten” 
greets us as we pull in. There are beautiful green 
lawns, benches under the trees facing colorful 
daylily beds. Once more we can’t resist, and 

have to take a few away with us. At this point the van 
has daylilies under the seats, in seats, in our laps, at 
our feet and we still have one more garden to visit. 
WOW!! 
 
Scott Elliott of Maneki Neko Gardens is the last on 
our list. When we arrive Scott cannot see us for 
daylilies, so he immediately offers to ship plants to us. 
Free Shipping! Scott has a Log Home, and his 
daylilies are in a field beside it surrounded by a deer 
fence. He also has a nice collection of hydrangeas.  
 
Headed back to Florida, our Road Warrior drivers CJ 
Gregory and Bob Martin do a great job. Some very 
happy and tired daylily lovers wind their way to their 
individual homes with their treasures. 
 
Fun Trip.  
  

— Sara Martin, President, Central Florida 

Daylily Society 

Heather and Tim Herrington 

Sara Martin strolls by hydrangeas at Scott Elliot’s 
Maneki Neko Gardens 

Van loaded with precious daylily plants 

On a sadder note, one of three families 
swept away and killed in flood waters of the 
Blanco River in Central Texas over the 
Memorial Day weekend was the nephew of 
Jay Charba, a Central Florida Daylily Society 
Member. Jay's nephew, Randy Charba, his 
wife, Michelle, and six year old son, Will, all 
perished in this disaster. In response to this 
tragic event, the CFDS will donate to a 
charity of Jay's choosing in memory of Jay's 
nephew and family.  Please keep Jay and his 
family in your thoughts and prayers.  
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“My favorite 

garden 

display, bar 

none, was 

the  Earth 

Goddess 

Display, an 

impressive 20-

foot 

botanical 

sculpture of 

a  woman. 

Astounding!” 

I have a very unique work life, and don't have a 9
-to-5 schedule with weekends off. So planning 
meetings and trips is sometimes a challenge. 
Finally, I had an opportunity to attend my first 
AHS National Convention — 2015 in Atlanta!!! 
 
What a fantastic, well-organized event! 
Registration was effortless, and everything from 
check-in to check-out was seamless. Plus, I was 
so happy to finally drag my husband, Herbie, 
along with me. And we had a wonderful time.  
 
I have to give thanks to Floyd and Hilda Sewell, 
who arrived a day before us, and made certain to 
get our Florida group signed up to attend field 
trips and garden busses and dinner tables 
together. It was such a pleasure to just show up 
and have all our activities pre-arranged.  
 
Our first adventure was a trip to the Atlanta 
Botanical Gardens. As a lifelong plant lover and 
a Florida Master Gardener, I have visited my fair 
share of botanical gardens. So I can honestly say 
that this one was well worth the visit.  
 
Although part of the Gardens were under 
construction, out tour guide led us to many very 
interesting garden rooms including  a Japanese 
Garden, Rock Garden, an Orchid Center, a 
Conservation Garden, a Children’s Garden, and 
an Edible Garden that included vertical 
gardening displays and DAYLILIES!   
 
There were water features, art pieces, sculptures, 
and interesting gates, plus light displays that 
could only be imagined in the daylight.  
 
My favorite garden display, bar none, was the  
Earth Goddess Display, an impressive 20-foot 
botanical sculpture of a  woman. Astounding!  

Georgia on My Mind... 

continued on page 20…. 
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“...you can 

experiment with 

different mold 

styles, 

embellishments, 

and masonry 

dyes to create 

interesting 

creations and 

welcome 

additions to 

your daylily 

garden.” 

The Hype About Hypertufa (continued) 

water, and keeping it filled for about two 
weeks. Your porous planter will naturally 
leach out the lime, which is highly alkaline, 
and can be harmful to most plants. 
   
As you make more Hypertufa, you can 
experiment with different mold styles, 
embellishments, and masonry dyes to create 
interesting creations and welcome additions 
to your daylily garden.  

 
— Michelle Peterson, Port St. Lucie 

hold the shape. And remember, if you want 
a drainage hole, now’s the time to make 
one! Wrap a cork or some sticks in plastic 
wrap and gently push it though the 
mixture. The plastic will make future 
removal much easier. 
 
Your planter will require two stages of 
curing. Be prepared to keep your Hypertufa 
in one spot, covered in plastic sheeting or 
wrap, for at least 36 hours. This allows for 
a slow drying process, which creates a 
stronger finished product. When your 
creation does not crumble away with the 
scratch of your fingernail at the end of the 
drying time, you’re ready for stage two.  
 
After removing your mold, carefully 
smooth your planter’s rough edges and 
sharp corners with a wire brush.  Finish 
curing your planter in a dry, shady spot for 
at least three weeks.  
 
As a final step, filter out the lime from the 
Portland cement by filling the planter with 

Region 12 Members attending the 2015 AHS Convention in Atlanta, GA (L to R):  
Deanna Comingore, Floyd Sewell, Hilda Sewell, Sara Martin, Bob Martin, Kay Smith, Dorothian Meyer, Lisa 

Meadows, Maryzell Roberts, Gene Perry, Opal Howell, Michelle Peterson, Herbie Peterson 
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All five of 

these good 

folks scored 

very highly in 

all Clinics 

and you would 

be very proud 

of them to 

help Judge 

your Show. 

FLORIDA DAYLILY NEWS 

Garden Judge Liaison Report 

Five Region 12 members took the Garden 

Judge 1 clinic held at the Spring Regional 

Meeting in Lake City. They all passed the 

test. Since they also 

took the Garden 

Judge Clinic 2 held 

in the Salter garden 

and had been 

members of AHS 

for at least two 

years they became 

eligible to be 

appointed as official 

AHS garden judges 

and vote the 2015 

Awards and Honors 

ballot.  

Congratulations to James and Sandra 

Brooks, Neal Meadows, Don and Lesa 

Harrison.  The next clinic will be held at the 

fall meeting in Tallahassee.  As the 

instructor I hope to see you in the 

class if you have been a member of 

AHS for at least one year and want to 

learn more about the many qualities of 

our favorite perennial by becoming an 

AHS garden judge. 

For more information on garden 
judging visit the AHS website, 
www.daylilies.org, or ask a garden 
judge you may already know. 
 
 — Joe Agosta, Tallahassee, 
Region 12 Garden Judge Liaison 

Don and Lesa Harrison 
DeFuniak Springs (850-892-7249)(850-585-
2796) 
Took Exhibition Clinics I & II in Pensacola 
last Spring. 
Since then they have Judges 1-2 Shows and 
Don is now a Junior Judge and Lesa is a 
Senior Judge. 
 
Carol Robinson 
Lake City (386-288-2109) 
Completed Clinic II in Lake City this Sring 
and now a Junior Judge 
 
Michelle Peterson 
Port St Lucie (772-249-5548) 
Took and completed Exhibition Clinic 1 & 
II in one day at Lake City this Spring and is 
now a Junior Judge. 
 
Martha Caldwell 
Jacksonville (404-272-0018) 
Also a Junior Judge and more than willing 
to Judging her second Show. 

 
All five of these good folks scored very 
highly in all Clinics and you would be very 
proud of them to help Judge your Show. 
 
— Floyd Sewell, Jacksonville, Region 12 
Exhibition Judge and Instructor 

Exhibition Judge Liaison Report 

http://www.daylilies.org
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Bay Area Daylily Society 
 Dennis Hoffman, President 

9100 90th Avenue N. 
Pinellas Park, FL 33728 
(717)547-5345 

 email: eswdlh@earthlink.net 
web: www.bads.us 

 Meet year-round at 10am the second 
Saturday of each month. Locations 
vary. Visit www.bads.us for more 
information. 

 
Choctwhatchee Hemerocallis Society 
 Carl Henderson, President 

2947 Bob Sikes Rd  
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435  
(850) 892-5452 or (262) 227-7482  
email: chender832@acninc.net  

 Meet at 2pm on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month January - June at the 
Walton County Extension Service, 
DeFuniak Springs. 

 
Central Florida Daylily Society 
 Sara Martin, President 

1636 Sunset Avenue 
Orange City, FL 32763 
(386) 775-0726 
email: bobsara05@embarqmail.com 

 web: www.centralfloridadaylilies.org 
 Meet from 2 to 4p.m. on the second 

Sunday of the month from September 
through April at the Orlando Garden 
Club, 710 East Rollins Street, Orlando, 
Florida 32803. 

 
North Florida Daylily Society 
 Bob Reese, President 

9711 Beauclerc Terrace 
Jacksonville, FL 32257 
904-731-0689 
email: bobrreese@att.net 

 web: nfdaylily.home.comcast.net 
 Meet at 2:15pm on the second Sunday 

of the month from January through 
April at Orange Park Library at 2054 
Plainfield Ave. 

 

Ocala Area Daylilies 
 Pat Hawk, Interim President 
 5301 W Highway  316 
 Reddick, FL 32686 
 (352) 591-3120  
 email: wateroak@windstream.net 
 web: facebook.com/Ocala.area.daylilies  
 Meet every 4th Sunday, 2pm, at the 

Ocala Public Library, 2720 E Silver 

Springs Blvd, Ocala, Florida.  
 
Pensacola Daylily Club 
 Michele Taylor, President 

113 Santa Rosa Rd Lot 1 
Cantonment, Fl. 32533 
Phone: 850-889-5195 

 email: michele.taylor38@gmail.com 
 web: www.pensacoladaylilyclub.com 
 Meet September-June on the second 

Monday of each month at 6:30pm in 
the Garden Center Café, 1850 N 9th 
Ave, Pensacola, Florida 32503. 

 
Suwannee Valley Hemerocallis Society 
 Andrew Harbison, President  
 15445 51st Drive 
 Wellborn, FL. 32094 
 (386)965-5662 
 email: andrewharbison@me.com 
 Meet at 2pm, the third Sunday of each 

month from September through June at 
the Columbia County Public Library, 
490 N Columbia St, Lake City, Florida. 

 
Tallahassee Daylily Society 
 Randy Fleming, President 

9431 N Holland Road 
 Panama City, FL 32409-4010 
 Phone: (850) 814-3922  

email: jrflemin@mchsi.com 
 web: www.thsgardens.org 
 Meet at 2pm the 4th Sunday of each 

month at the Leon County Cooperative 
Extension Center located at 615 Paul 
Russell Road from September through 
April (excluding December). 

Florida Local Daylily Clubs 

mailto:eswdlh@earthlink.net?subject=Bay%20Area%20Daylily%20Society
http://www.bads.us
mailto:chender832@acninc.net?subject=Choctwhatchee%20Hemerocallis%20Society
mailto:bobsara05@embarqmail.com?subject=Central%20Florida%20Daylily%20Society
http://www.centralfloridadaylilies.org
mailto:bobrreese@att.net?subject=North%20Florida%20Daylily%20Society
nfdaylily.home.comcast.net
mailto:wateroak@windstream.net?subject=Ocala%20Area%20Daylilies
https://www.facebook.com/Ocala.area.daylilies
mailto:michele.taylor38@gmail.com?subject=Pensacola%20Daylily%20Club
http://www.pensacoladaylilyclub.com
mailto:andrewharbison@me.com?subject=Suwannee%20Valley%20Hemerocallis%20Society
mailto:jrflemin@mchsi.com?subject=Tallahasseee%20Daylily%20Society
http://www.thsgardens.org
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(photo by Tim Herrington) 

First place 

“DOROTHY AND TOTO” 

Herrington-  K.., 2003 

Second Place 

“Elva White Grow” 

Smith-R, 1986 

(photo by Julie Covington) 

FLORIDA DAYLILY NEWS 

Third Place  

“God Save the 

Queen” 

Morss, 2005 

(photo by M. Peterson 

NOTE: Our apologies for the change in prior-reported results. Due to a technical error, some Pop Poll Ballots did not generate emails, and a 
final, accurate count was made after comparing and counting all final e-ballots.  To view the top 20 results, visit www.ahsregion12.org. 



AHS REGION 12 1st ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 

Florida Is Fun In The Sun 

January 8 – 10, 2016 

Holiday Inn, Orlando International Airport 

5750 T G Lee Blvd, Orlando, FL 32822 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

Friday, January 8, 2016 
3:00  Registration opens 

5:00  Social Hour (Cash Bar) with light snacks 
followed by         Meet the Hybridizers 

 

Saturday, January 9, 2016 

7:30  Registration opens  

8:30 - 1000 Presentation #1 

10:15 – 11:45 Presentation #2 

11:45 – 1:00 Lunch on your own 

1:00 – 2:30 Presentation # 3 

3:00 – 4:30 Presentation # 4 

5:00  Social Hour (Cash Bar) 

6:00  Dinner followed by 

  Presentation #5 – “Ask the Hybridizer” 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2016 
8:30 – 10:00 Presentation #1 

10:15 – 11:45 Presentation #2 

11:45  Closing Remarks 

 

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

 

Welcome to the AHS Region 12 First Annual Symposium, 

“Florida Is Fun In The Sun.”  The following is for your 

information: 
 

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Holiday Inn at a 

discounted rate of $115 single/double.  Rooms can be reserved 

by calling 1-866-253-2161 and use the code “AMH.” 

 

Each registrant will receive a 2016 introduction from the garden 

of Dan Hansen. 

  

Participating hybridizers’ panel discussions include: 

 

Nicole DeVito – “Patterns in Dips” 

Dan Hansen – “Edge No Eye” 
Guy Pierce – “Daylilies with Green” 

Luddy Lambertson – “Patterns in Tets” 

        “Toothie Daylilies” 

        “ Blues” 

Dan Trimmer – “Thirty-Five Years of Hybridizing” 

Pete Harry – “Daylilies in the Future” 

REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Please complete this Registration Form and mail prior to 

December 15, 2015.  Checks are to be made payable to AHS 

Region 12.  Registrations postmarked after December 15 will be 
subject to a late fee of $25.  Send completed forms/checks to: 

 

Sheila Rhodes, Registrar 

AHS Region 12 Symposium 

6644 Sylvan Woods Drive 

Sanford, FL 32771 

  

Name:____________________________________________ 

 

Additional Names: _________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Name on Name Badge (if different from above) 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Address:  

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________________________________   

 

E-mail: ___________________________________________ 

 

REGISTRATION FEES: 

 

# Adults @ $89.00           ____  = $_______  

# AHS Youth @ $65.00   ____   = $_______ 

Total:                                             = $_______ 

 

For additional information, please contact: 
Gene Perry 

AHS Region 12 President 

(407) 310-5881 

e-mail: ahsregion12pres@gmail.com 

 

or visit the AHS Region 12 website: www.ahsregion12.org 

mailto:ahsregion12pres@gmail.com
http://www.ahsregion12.org
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“our 

Georgia 

hosts 

extended 

their famous 

Southern 

hospitality, 

and we 

never 

wanted for 

anything.”  

Of course our Georgia hosts extended 
their famous Southern hospitality, and we 
never wanted for anything. We 
(unfortunately for us) tipped the scale a bit 
upon our return to Florida, thanks to all 
the good eats.  
 
The educational sessions were wonderful. 
In come cases they were standing room 
only! My favorites involved how to 
encourage new members and start new 
clubs — ideas we could put to good here 
in Florida.  
 
On a personal note, I am pleased to 
mention that I received two newsletter 
awards at the Awards Banquet — Best 
Article About Daylily Culture: for my 
article “A Lasagna That’s Molto 
Bene” (Spring 2014) and Best Article 
Demonstrating a Specific Aspect of 
Garden Design: “Companion Plants for 
Daylilies” (Fall 2014). Believe me, it was a 
complete surprise.  
 
Last, but certainly, certainly not least, I must 
note the gorgeous daylily tour gardens we 
visited. Rows after rows and beds after 
beds of outstanding cultivars. Breathtaking 
and captivating. I left Atlanta with a fatal 
case of daylily garden envy, and images so 
clear in my memory that I know will 
forever have Georgia on my mind. 
 
— Michelle Peterson, Region 12 RPD  

& Newsletter Editor 

Georgia on My Mind… (continued) 



PINK ARCTIC FREEZE   
From Sara Martin 
 
1 package of cream cheese, 8 ounce 

(softened) 
2 tablespoons of mayonnaise 
2 tablespoons of sugar 
1 cup crushed of pineapple (drained) 
1 cup heavy cream (whipped) 
1 can, 16 ounce, whole cranberry sauce. 
 

Directions:  
Beat cream cheese, mayonnaise and 
sugar with electric mixer. Add cranberry 
sauce and pineapple mix well. Fold in 
whipped cream. Freeze in a 9” X 9” 
dish. Cut into squares to serve. 
 
Makes a refreshing summer salad. 
 
ENJOY! 

Cook’s Corner 
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DAYLILY SALAD 
From Taste of Home 
 
2 cups sliced daylily buds (about 50) 
1 cup torn lettuce 
1/2 medium cucumber, sliced 
1 medium tomato, diced 
2 celery ribs, sliced 
1/4 cup shredded red cabbage 
3 radishes, sliced 
Salad dressing of your choice 
 
Directions: 
In In a large salad bowl, combine the 

daylily buds, lettuce, cucumber, tomato, 

celery, cabbage and radishes. Serve with 

dressing. Yield: 4-6 servings. 

http://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/daylily-salad
http://www.tasteofhome.com
http://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/daylily-salad


hospitality.  Then, I caught the view.  What a 
color palate! Atlanta was in peak season.  I could 
not imagine one plant that was not in full dress.  
The topography was 
a sight to behold, 
rolling foothills with 
twelve beds of 
perfect plants and 
swarms of amateur 
photographers, 
among them, me, 
eager to snap this 
unbelievable day’s 
view before sunset.  
That yard was so 
interesting…gorgeous, expensive plants with 
intermittent garden sculptures and a koi pond, 
spread over acres.  Although I had planned a 
visit to the refreshment table, I was abruptly 
interrupted from my visual feast by a whistle to 
return to the bus: “Parting was such sweet 
sorrow.” 
 
That was one of three gardens we saw that 
morning: each, equally exquisite.  By the second 
and third gardens, I had begun to notice more 
details…the planning of each bed with its 
complementary colorations, the companion 
plants that provided contrast to the daylilies’ 
colors, the compatibility of the variety of colors, 
the themes that the beds represented, the dates, 
the hybridizers.  I thought of what a joy it was to 
be able merely to see the big picture and not to 
have to work the details.  In full appreciation of 
the planning and labor of these generous 
gardeners, I realized that splendor comes from 
working the details. 
 
By the next day, I was convinced that I could/
would never again see yesterday’s glory.  Though 
most of the gardens were a bit smaller, what I 
saw still washes through my mind as some of 
the most beautiful sights in the world.  (I can say 
this because I used to do tours of Europe with 
my students.)  Almost every one of the gardens 
had water features, often a gazebo, raised beds, 
yard art.  Breathes there a soul that does not 
pause to listen to a soothing, trickling fountain 
in the midst of spring heat?  Is there anyone 
who can not appreciate the welcoming sounds 
of birds?  Each garden lay in the richest soil I 
had ever seen, an earth that was so welcoming, 
secure and rich that it produced perfect 

The Secret Life of  Ivan (continued) 

specimens of daylilies.  Among the privileged that 
day, I viewed God’s best, in hues of pink, blue, 
violet, red, green, peach, orange, brown, yellow, in 

all imaginable combinations. 
 
At each garden, we were warmly 
greeted by the hosts, welcomed 
to their refreshment tables, and 
taken through the garden tours 
by our own spiritual curiosity. It 
was a communion of sorts, a 
beautiful combination of soul 
and nature. I experienced the 
gardens full blast; followed the 
Yellow Brick Road with the Tin 

Man, through the Land of Oz; and discovered 
“Amanda’s Little Red Shoes,” juxtaposed against 
their namesake.  Yet, it was the finale of listening to 
live music, piped from a balcony performance to a 
steeply terraced garden of sheer, breathtaking beauty 
that warms my every memory. Many times I have 
sung the Hallelujah Chorus and felt the inspiration 
of Handel and of the faith it represents; but in that 
garden, I touched Heaven and it touched me. 
 
The rest of the convention are blurs of educational 
tidbits, gratefully accepted, and farewells, well 
received. More vivid, however, is the living color 
memory of a welcome-back phone call, delivered 
shortly after I had walked in the door. It was Grace, 
my still-teaching, lovable sister, who obviously had 
not heard that I was last-minute Ivan. She had been 
too busy pulling off her students’ end of the year 
musical production of Sleeping Beauty to decipher my 
previous, cryptic message, left from Atlanta: 
 
“Where in the world have you been?   A Daylily 
Conference?   In Atlanta? 
 
Have you 
lost your 
mind?  This 
is serious!  
You really 
need to go 
back to the 
sanity of 
teaching. 
  
Daylilies?  Really?!  Hahaha!  Get a life, Deanna.”  

 
— Deanna Comingore, Largo, FL 
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“Each garden 

lay in the 

richest soil I 

had ever seen, 

an earth that 

was so 

welcoming, 

secure and 

rich that it 

produced 

perfect 

specimens of 

daylilies.  

Among the 

privileged that 

day.” 

Kay Smith and Deanna Comingore 



AHS Region 12 Fall Meeting 
 Saturday, October 24, 2015 

Hosted by the Tallahassee Daylily Society 
 Location:  Gray Memorial United Methodist Church  2201 Old Bainbridge Rd    Tallahassee, Florida 

 
S p e a k e r         A u c t i o n s         D o o r  P r i z e s         R a f f l e         P l a n t  S a l e   

 
SCHEDULE 

 

       8:00 AM Registration opens    1:00 Door prize drawings (must be present to win) 
       8:30 Silent Auction opens    1:30 Region 12 Business Meeting    
       9:00 Plant sale opens    2:15 Guest Speaker, Scott Elliott of Maneki Neko Gardens 
       9:00 Garden Judges Clinic I    3:00 Silent Auction closes 
       9:00 Exhibition Judges Clinic 1   3:15 Region 12 Auction of Scott Elliott cultivars 
       10:00 Exhibition Judges Clinic 3   4:00 Raffle drawings (must be present to win) 
       12:30 PM Luncheon - included   4:30 Adjourn 

———————————————————————————————————-—————————-—— 
The Tallahassee Daylily Society looks forward to your attendance at this meeting and assures you will have a fun filled day.   For those needing overnight 
accommodations there are several nearby hotels at the Monroe Street, US 27 exit.  No special group rate is available to us. 
 
Baymont Inn & Suites, 3210 N. Monroe St., 850-562-4300      La Quinta Inn Tallahassee North, 2905 N. Monroe St., 850-385-7172 
Country Inn and Suites, 3096 N. Monroe St., 850-701-2850     Microtel Inn & Suites, 3216 N. Monroe St., 850-562-3800 
Fairfield Inn Tallahassee North, 3219 N. Monroe St., 850-562-8766     Quality Inn, 3090 N. Monroe St., 850-562-2378 
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 2725 Graves Rd., 850-536-2000 

———————————————————————————————————-—————————-—— 
To register for this event complete the registration form below, include your remittance and send to: 
 Sharon Agosta, Registrar 
 7444 Creekridge Circle 
 Tallahassee, FL 32309 
 Home  850 668-1368, Cell  850 566-2007 
You will receive a confirmation of your registration preferably via email. 
 

Registrations received after October 20 may not be able to be accepted or confirmed.  Please call if you are in this situation. 
 
Fill out and mail this form (or a copy) 
 
Name 1:__________________________________________     Name 2:___________________________________________ 
 
Name 3:__________________________________________     Name 4:___________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _________________________________   Cell_________________________________  Text OK? Yes/No_________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Indicate clinics to be attended:     Exhibition 1 _______       Exhibition 3 _______      Garden 1 _______ 
 
Clinic fees will be collected during the class and are $5 ($3 if auditing is allowed). 
 
You should have a copy of the Exhibition or Garden Judges Handbook with you if possible.  Free downloads of the handbooks are available 
on the AHS website,  http://www.daylilies.org 
 
Meeting attendees: 
 
Number of Adults ____@ $20   = $_________ 
 
Number of AHS youth ____ @  FREE  = $        0        (Must register even though free) 
 
Number of non AHS youth ____@ $15  = $_________ ($10 will be used to  purchase a one-year AHS youth membership) 

 
                Total remittance       = $_________  Make your check payable to the Tallahassee Daylily Society. 

http://www.daylilies.org


 

Regional President 
Gene Perry 

636 Golden Oaks Lane 
Sanford, FL  32771 

(407) 310-5881 
ahsregion12pres@gmail.com 

 
Regional Director 

Bob Martin 
1636 Sunset Ave 

Orange City, FL 32763 
(386) 775-0726  

bobsarah05@embarqmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Opal Howell 

926 Rosemary Terrace 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32303-3903 

850-386-1076 
opalfhowell@gmail.com 

 
Secretary 

Kay Smith 
232 Gulf Boulevard 

Indian Rock Beach, FL 33785 
727-595-5337 

kayasmith@earthlink.net 
 

Regional Publicity Director 
Michelle Peterson 

772 NW Avens St 
Port St Lucie, FL 34983 

772-249-5548  
gardens4bees@gmail.com 

American Hemerocallis Society Region 12 

c/o Michelle Peterson 
Newsletter Editor 
772 NW Avens Street 
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34983-1106 

American Hemerocallis Society Officers 
 
President 
Julie Covington  
4909 Labradore Drive, Roanoke, VA 24012 
540-977-1704 
 
Vice President 
Melodye Campbell, Awards and Honors 
21 Ambleside Drive, Fairport, NY 14450 
585-749-7433 
vicepresident@daylilies.org, or 
awards@daylilies.org 
 
Chief Financial Officer 
John H. Martin (Bob) 
1636 Sunset Avenue, Orange City, FL 32763 
cfo@daylilies.org 
(386) 775-0726  
 
Executive Secretary 
Pat Mercer 
PO Box 10, Dexter, GA 31019 
patmercer@progressivetel.com 
 
Daylily Journal Editor 
Meg McKenzie 
1936 Wemsley Ave, El Centro, CA 92243 
MegMcKenzieDaylilies@yahoo.com 

Awards and Honors Liaison 
Ray Wensell 

1900 St George Ct 
Middleburg, FL 32068 

(904) 215-9457 
rtcritter@bellsouth.net 

 
Exhibition Judges Liaison 

Floyd Sewell 
1831 Ocean Dr S 

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 
904-200-6528 

floyd@floydsewell.com 
 

Garden Judges Liaison 
Joe Agosta 

7444 Creekridge Circle 
Tallahassee, FL 32309 

850-668-1368 
j.agosta@mindspring.com 

 
Historical Liaison 

Carol Robinson 
21854 State Road 247 

Lake City, FL 32024 
386-288-2109 

crdaylily618@gmail.com 
 

Membership Liaison 
Martha Caldwell 

713 Dove Creek Circle 
Orange Park, FL 32073 

(904) 272-0018 
marthacaldwell@comcast.net 

Scientific Liaison 
Jeff Salter 

7024 NW 18th Avenue 
Gainesville, FL 32605 

352-331-2716 
jaf@salterdaylilies.com 

 
W. E. Monroe Endowment 

Fund Liaison 
Ottis Houston 

2147 SW State Road 47 
Lake City, FL 32025 

386-752-4654 
comahoust@bellsouth.net 

 
Ways & Means Liaison 

C. J. Gregory 
1603 Brooks Lane 

Oviedo, FL 32765 
cvgregory@mpinet.net 

 
Youth Liaison 

Nicole Harry 
2067 Majestic Woods Blvd 

Apopka, FL 32712 
407-703-4553 

info@nicolesdaylillies.com 

Region 12 Officers and Committee Chairs 
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